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The Reference Department occupies the
greater part of the central building. The Cir-
culation Department carries on its work
through the branch library buildings, and oc-
cupies part of the central building as well.
The Municipal Reference Library, located in
the Municipal Building on Park Row, also
belongs to the New York Public Library sys-
tem. Features of the Circulation Depart-
ment are the library for the blind, having
.1 circulation of some 45,000 volumes, and

New York State Barge Canal, the name
applied to the canal system of New York
State, comprising the Erie, Champlain, Oswe-
go, and Cayuga and Seneca Canals, which
have been enlarged and improved. The line
of the Barge Canal departs from that of the
original canals throughout considerable of Its
length, the policy being to canalize the va-
rious rivers and streams encountered rather
than to follow along the sides of the hills.
It leaves Lake Erie at Buffalo, follows the
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the extension division which supplies collec-
tions to homes in outlying districts, chari-
table institutions and city departments. Work
for children includes story telling and clubs
of the various branches. A training course in
library work is given during a two-month
period each autumn.

In 1939, the Library contained 2,687,377
books and pamphlets in the Reference De-
partment and 1,390,306 in the Circu-
lation Department. Among the publications
of the Library are the Bulletin of the New
York Public Library, a monthly periodical
containing bibliographies and other library
material, and the Municipal Reference Li-
brary Notes,

Niagara River to Tonawanda Creek, then
parallels the shore of Lake Ontario to the
Oswego River, and continues in an easterly
direction to join the Hudson River at Water-
ford, thus forming a continuous waterway
from Buffalo and the Great Lakes to New
York City. The original Erie Canal was
begun in 1817, largely through the foresight-
edness of Governor DeWitt Clinton, and was
completed in 1825 at a total cost of $7,143,-
789. In 1877 Auditor Schuyler stated the
total amount of tolls collected on the entire
Canal system was $130,034,897. The cities
of Albany, Troy, Schenectady, Little Falls,
Utica, Rome, Syracuse, Rochester, Lockport,
Tonawanda, Buffalo, Oswego, and Whitehall